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"The Physician-Poet Gilles de Corbeil and His Role in Transmitting
Medical Knowledge from Salerno to France in the Late Twelfth

Century."

Abstract:

This research focuses on the physician and poet Gilles, who held a
prominent position in the French cultural community in the late twelfth
century. He combined medicine and poetry, and became renowned for his
medical poems, which served as important references for medical
students in the Middle Ages. The study highlights Gilles’s education at



the School of Salerno in Italy, which was at that time one of the most
significant centers of medical learning in Europe, where he studied under
leading masters before moving to Paris, where he played an active role in
transferring medical knowledge from Salerno to France. The research
also examines Gilles’s views on the School of Salerno and the schools of
Paris and Montpellier, shedding light on his critical positions and
educational preferences. Furthermore, it explores his contribution to the
development of medical education in Paris through his teaching and
scholarly works that combined medicine and poetry, as well as the role of
these works in transmitting medical knowledge from Salerno to France.
Among these are his poems on urine, the pulse, medicines, and the signs
and symptoms of diseases. In addition, he offered bold social criticism
through his satirical poem Pills to Purge Bishops. Finally, the research
emphasizes the continued educational influence of Gilles de Corbeil in
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.






